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^mksh is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 
-O- document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

•P- document published prior to the intemationaJ fifing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 

Date of the actual completion of thetntemationai search 

8 October 1998 

Name and mailing address ot the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentiaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo rt. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 

Form PCT/tSA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



T- later document published after the international fiHng date 
0^0^ date and not in conflict with the application but 
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IV 
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Basis of the report 



□ Non-establishment of opinion 



with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
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Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office - P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
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Fax: +31 70 340 - 3016 



Date of completion of this report 
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Authorized officer 
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I Basis fth report . 

the report since they do not contain amendments.): 



Description, pages: 

1-17 as originally filed 



Claims, No,: 

1-21 



as originally f iled 



I. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



□ the description, 

□ the claims, 

□ the drawings, 



pages: 

Nos.: 

sheets: 



3 □ This report Has been estate, as . (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V Reasoned statement under ArtiCe 35(2) with regard to ^ °< i^"* 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 4-7,10,11,13,14,16,17 

No: Claims 1-3,8,9,12,15,18-21 

Yes: Claims 4-7,10.11,13,14,16,17 

No: Claims 1-3,8,9.12,15,18-21 



Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-21 

No: Claims 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following detects in ft. ton. or contents ol the internal, aoo.ication have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



VIII Certain observations on the international application 

The — • - - ** °< - tST* ^ dra " ,n9S ^ " 

cUn. are fully supported b, .he descnphor,. are made. 

see separate sheet 
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Re item V 

1 Citations 

Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: WO 97/15202 A 



2 Novelty (Article 33(2) PCT) 

Document D1 describes cleaning sanitizing methods and compositions suitable .or fruits 
page 14, lines 31 - page 15, line 5). 

Th,.Q m already discloses all the features of claim 1 . .. 0 

The sub^at of Cairns 2,3,8.9.12.15 (see the viscose requirements page 10, „nes 

TJ£2 considered that the water used in D1 is a, ,eas, to some extend "impure . 



3 Inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) 

Thp oroblem underlying the present invention can be seen in the provision of a method 
can be used for dilution. 

,, is not readily apparent, in view of the high number of optional or possible 'alternative 
batmen, soiution (especfcliy as disdosed in Calms 2-6 and 8-14) how 
such result is achieved. 



PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



PCT/US98/13280 



The subiect-matter of cbims 4-7,10.1 1,13.14,16.17 is however not disclosed or suggested 
in the available prior art and could therefore support the invents step of a new 
independent claim. 



Re item VII 



Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(0) PCT, the relevant background art disclosed 
I document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this document .denffed 



therein. 



Re item VIH 

Claim 1 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the matter for wWch 

£ ecfion is sough, is no, cleany defined. The Cairn attempts to de ine the 

in terms of the result to be achieved which merely amounts to a statement of the 

un ending problem: -*e common being essentia,* free of any materia, that adverse* 

aHects safety or palatabilty, so that said food does no, need to be nnsed before 

cons mption" The technical features necessary for achieving this result are not d,sclosed. 

Hhlld be noted ,ha, any independen, claim must contain 

„^nH al .n,h a invention (Article 6 PCT taken in combination wrth Rule 6(3)(b) PCT). 
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